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A study on the humanistic approach for space exploration
by
Hiroki OKADA (Kobe University)

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to consider the implications we can draw from the
application of the view from Cultural Anthropology to space study. In other words, this
paper provides consideration to exploring the possibility of “Space Anthropology”. In
general, Cultural Anthropologists have been concerned in their study with human being
life, like as “primitive societies”, but today they become to deal with modern society in
the process of modernization and globalization. Although it is beyond the scope of this
paper to illustrate all subject of space anthropology, I hope to make clear why I think
Cultural Anthropology, originally proposed in the field of society on the earth, is has
validity on space exploration, which is the new filed for human beings. Before I show
how cultural anthropology can be applied to space field, it i1s useful to discuss the
relationship between space exploration of human beings and modernization and
globalization. It is important to consider the cultural background of the relationship and
note the similarity both as expansion of the Lebenswelt of human beings. Based on the
above perspective, I suggest there approaches to subjects of space anthropology, that is,

“extension of Lebenswelt’ , “reorganization of Lebenswelt” and “invention of
Lebenswelt” . After illustrating some topics of space anthropology, and I consider
for a moment in the connection the influence of Tourism and Space trip form cultural
anthropology.
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