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Abstract

A lanthanum hexaboride (LaBg) hollow cathode has been developed for high power electric propulsion system. Applied field MPD
thruster using LaB, hollow cathode was manufactured at Nagoya university. The stable operation of this thruster is succeeded under
magnetic field strength of 265 mT, discharge voltage of 180V, and discharge current of 60 A at maximum. Thrust increase with
increasing magnetic field and discharge current and has no dependency of mass flow rate. Thrust and discharge voltage is greatly
influenced by LaByg inside diameter. In this study, thrust efficiency is 25.5% for maximum.

LRI ORI
B: ANEREGTRIE
Dyap,:  LaBgNfE
F: H#

Joo A VEN
Joo U

']k: ﬂ?““/\o’_‘%(ﬁ
i HEEAIE R
R,: 7/ — R¥2
R BV — ¥4
Vy: R EEE

1. & C & I

B ANK BT E MRS O LB ET LB ERHE
OB REA TS, BWHENHEE %55 Magneto-
plasma-dynamics (MPD) % 5 Z % (3H RO —>ThH 5.

MPD R Z 2 % OFEFEIT 2 D12 KB & 5. Self-Field MPD
(SF-MPD) thruster [ L FEFE I \Z & 5 H O a4 FIH L,
HENFARICHHBIT D, ZDF A TDRAT AL T 10KA LLE
DOEBBFMEICBNTORMEENAIREL 72 5. T D X 5 2 KER
NI W TIEh Y — FOBRENERMEL 25 2,
Applied-Field MPD (AF-MPD) 25 2% {ZY L /) A FaA L,
F TR ABEL D HENTA SN 2R L, #Ei3JBIC
HAl9 % . NBIHIFENCR O T H 0O 2 FIA 5
ZET, KHEANEETE S, EROEEND, Fxld AF-
MPD OHENMEREZ A L TWD. kDX v 7 AT &
Wiay R Y — RFTI 10 ABRDOKREEHERFT 5 2 &n3T
., BVEHER e —5 Y — RiZ 10 A ROE
ENAEETH 5. ATHFEICRWN T, 20h Y — FEHWE

AF-MPD 25 A& ® 10 ARDOIEEBNCAREI L, HEEHKOH
me & iR EOm EAR LN LaL, ALK
TR A Y — R (Kaufman Inc)ix, EHto _LIREDS 20 A & E
D BTN, B FIREIIEVE TR O E & R
TRED. BWEBRBEELZHELRNK VLT v v (LaBg) & H
WTC, KT 250 A i L7z iiEnd 5 4 JefTirse Sk
WTHYEL7-LaBgAh o —%1 VY — K% AF-MPD A Z A X 25
U CIEBRRE 2 G L, K CHROEEN 45 A OFEB 217
ST, L LEWKREERE, £ L CEROEME & HICRE
ERVEBINAFE S D 2 L h, 2R EOBFE COIES)
WSERRTS &I L7

ABFFEClE, F%EtL7zLaBgdn—% Y — K% AF-MPD
AT AZHER L, HEEROEREEIL R A B R, ik
FliE i« BB EEYR « SN TREE - LaBs WA & 220 S 7B
O, #E) & EBLEOEEFHT 5.

2. RER¥E

2.1 FAu—A"Y—F AKFEICBDTHZIZBREL B
B AR — Y — R&& 1 RT. BVE M
IXLaBg & VY, WRITe3 F72ides, XX 8mm & L.
LaBglINE@9 DA ¥ — METEHEINTEY, FKimdA
U7 4 ATp4 THDH. ZOFEITF——TEbNTEY,
FV T 4 AR T4 & LTe.

Au—0 Y — ROMEL, LaBDMBUI B G5 5
MENT, 2D KBITE S, M EH W RV —Z LR
J1V—RiX, e—&F V— RE L CGEKFIRNTHRTH
5. ABFZECIERTE Z OV TWS. A P — ME - LaBg N
(\CHEMER 2 filhs U, BRI X Dl c X v s 1%
AR L, EBEEEMRT. N7 Uy v LSRRI LT, BTN
H &, A A4 3LaBglIZflfZE L, £ OiEdh&E % VTR 5

This document is provided by JAXA.



2 5. FIRIREEDLaBy LB T2 i L, ERROITRNEY IR
EINhb. EBEORIT, 114mgls 07 VI EMHEL, %
—/R—BEIRIL 2AT L TV 5. HMEEAES. WEIX AF-MPD
EBhIC I B EE TR A.

FEATHFZE & bl LU CLaBg D IR ZTE K (92 70 H93,4), £ &
XTI (6 mm 25 8mm)Z L TREMA A I W, BVE
TR E TR L, KERIEEZ BT, Bl 2%
BLRLTLTH0, AP — M- XF—X—DFV 7 1 R
BHILK LT (92 D25 04).

Keeper P/S Emitter (LaBg)
=2 A () Keeper Dy, 03,4
(SUS)  Length 8 mm
il
]|
Propellant(Ar) =) ¢
h= L
=114 mels Orifice plate (Ta)
at breakdown o
Inside dia. ¢4
Insert tube (Ta)
Orifice dia. ¢4
1 Ae—hY— RFHmEX

2.2 AF-MPDRSR%E  AHFETIEHW - [FEE AF-MPD
AT AE &K 2 ITRT. MEETRHO KB ) — R
ra—hY— RTHEREND. 7/ — FPEERIX 40 mm T
bV, Y — NIHLE EICAE S D, #EERIE S Y — R
L CTHRESENICIE S D . BEGIEkBR Y L A Kada
PBHIM S FL, AT AZ OHLLEN L TR 265mT L 72 %.
TR L AR X AT 7 A A — & —(GM-4000, Denshijiki Industry

Co. Ltd.) Z MW TCEHAIL 7.
Cooling water
it
Solenoid

coil

Discharge
P/S

Keeper
\P/S

Coil
ps®

Anode (Cu)
40 mm

Propellant
Ar

Hollow cathode

!

u'u
2 AF-MPD 2 F 2 & WX & Al X

2.3 BETHSR AERICBWNT, M 3 TRITEZLET v
UNR—EHA L. BERST, ATFARNRAFUR, 74—
RZ—, B IEIEE TR S LD . T v 3= R 1T 2m,
E&ZAm THD. NEOH A Fn—F ) =R 7L F—iR
DIR AL TR END. WEEIE T =57 — U L EH
BZEFE2 AW THHIL, A 7 2 X (EBRET 2RI

T 7.0x102 Pa % F[H%.

WIFEEDOEY 2 AT v 7 RICED L, 2T A ZITHEHDD
BEROED) LAFBEEROE SN ORI EEZITo72. 2T
A ZAEB ISR B A X v ROBER I BN & VEEN AL E 3%

TREIL, WVeRRE AW THE MEICER L, 703810
T L AEEHE BN LTV 5. BHNCIEA Y n 2 a—
7'(YOKOGAWA Instruments), Labview(National Instruments) %
AV

Propellant and cooling water

Pendulum type feed through

thrust stand Drfferentral transformer

Turbo molecular pump
Thruster (3200 L/sec @Nz)
iwr:‘ y .: ‘] ‘,-’ :

Ionrzatioi Il
gauge

®2.0m

;

->

Calibration setup

4.0m To rotary’pump
(33.3 L/sec)

Pl
/*

=
w
\Umr

122

ZIN

3. REER

3.1 EREH X 1LITKERORMNEZRT. 45017

A =2 BB SETBED, #) F, ltEEE O M & &z,
# 1 FERREM
Control parameter Symbol Value
LaBg NEE DLaB6 o3 or ¢4
TR, A Jy 10-60
WHTRE, mT B 133-265
HEEA 5, mgls 1521

3.2 PEREEL OB A TATZEICIBWT, LaBgdhm—n
Y — K% AF-MPD 27 A ZIZHWCHER) S E 7RO AE 5
%, ART. JUT A ATHY, ZOWRICEBIT DK
BETH5. FETLVOESHNRE AL, 5 oA
H%T?%%ﬂti1§ﬁ%ﬂt?’— FBRSMF T HEER, TR, 4

LRI 4 LREETH DD, JHUE60 AIZED TS, I
TR L D REWERMETH 50, VORI Z bh, 7
FWNEELTND.

3.3 LaBRBDEE [X 512D H L SHTZBROV,
F ORERREZ T, Dygg, DIERITHEN Yy, FIEEAT 2.
VaDB L, LaBgDFEEAEEKRIZ &L 5, BVE T ORI
ERT 5. A TIEA P — NMEDOA D 7 ¢ AfRiTe4 T
BEELTWD. 77 XA~ ORENRITEOE (Eh7e4Y
747\@) i Dpp £ - TRE 5. AEID F OBAIZAY

7 A LEEBEBER D ENTELRD, £ P —
]\Hﬁ@zl‘) 7 4 AP RETREE SR L T
ENDD.

This document is provided by JAXA.



(3]
S
=]

Voltage, V
[\°]
[—4
[

o
S
<

(=)
(=R}

Ampere, A
IS
<

4 SEATHRZEICS

1 sec/div

5 EREROAERES (A m=21

mg/s, B=265 mT, J,=45 A

300

[
>
(=}

[
>
<

Voltage, V

Ampere, A
F
[—]

[
(=}

X 5

200

> 150

LI I LILILI I LI
o
LAl I L1 L I LA L

[ ‘ O\

AR
B=265 T, J,=60 A, D p,=

1 sec/div

BB EREFOEEE
04.)

(Ar, m=2.1 mgl/s,

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
Dy g5,
® ¢3
® ¢4 o

‘ ([
....,....I....I....I....I....

10 20 30 40 50 60
Jy A

< [T

6 Dyiup X D Vy, F O (Ar, m=2.1 mgls, B=199 mT)

3.3 MEER MBEEEORE X7Ii0J,BEE sy

7B DV, F ORERERZ /8T, Jy, B OIS, Ve, Fid
R LTz, ValdJy=30 A D&M EFRICBZEITEM L. 20
B AN RS IR & AT 2RI L 72 BE S BLIH S dv7z. AR r
— BV — NIZBWT, + 7Bl A R LER AT 2 & A3Al
72 ;=30 A TH Y, ZH L EOBEFMEICKWTITE
TR RBICR Y EHERFICRE RV DBLEII R D EEZD
n5.

200 LN LI} LELELIL LELELIL LELELIL LELELIL LEELELIL
= | | | |
o ,mT ‘
150 |
> s
=~ 100 |
50 |
100 E
prd 80 E_ o
E 60 E e °
a0 E $ o °
0 E g °
0 :I L1 I'I Ll L I L L 1 I L L 1 I L L 1 I L L 1
0 20 30 40 50 60
Jo A
X 7 Jg,BIZHT 5V, F OB (Ar, m=2.1mgls, B=199 mT
» Drap,= 04)

3.4 HERFEOZE lima AL S E T EDOV,, F
OPEMRZ T, mOBWD I BNV AIEINT 5. —7%, F
Wm OB TITZT 72\, ZIUTERIEIZ 3 TR

H72E M T 5.
200_|||||||||IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII_
F Jo A .
> 150 - @ 20 o 3
R :.40 [ ) ) ]
N F @ 60 o ]
100 | ® PY ° —
- ® o
50 |- -
L B e A L
100 E ! ! =
80 =
z g 3
c OF o o o 7
40 F ° o o
20 ® o o -
0—IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII—
1 2 3

m, mg/s

8 ikt BV, F OFE (Ar,B=133mT, Dip,= 04)

3.4 RIJ—IMEETADER FThETNOERSMIC
iﬁ‘é Vg FIZOW T L CE 72, ZOfMiCIIFERER L
FiE & DA AT O . AMFIEOMEBIFEIKIC IV T H O
WE' TR L EAIRITEG TE 5. ZORE, AL
HREA T — VIR DS FE 7N Fk & 72 5. AF-MPD A &

This document is provided by JAXA.



Z DY T N — DIBEZITIR D, BER L THhAZ EnD, A

U— N ERE S 2D, ngw%ﬁ@ﬁuﬁsi LA
ToOXRTHREIND. WKT 7 X~ OlalfiET 3L — 357 [A)
Hec £ shns L LTn5.

1 3 R\’
stirlzﬁ‘]dBRa I:l-z(ia) ] (1)
T I TRATH Y — R¥RETH DH. AL TIFR=2.0mm TH
D, RyEHRTIA—F—/hEN, Lo TKXWIZLLTD X S
Il cE 5.
V%JdBRa )
M 92 F &wu—L Y HJBR,DERZ 3. MHRIZE(Q)
T LIERER T LTS, JBR,OEINICHEN F &k
I 5. AREBRCH L7 HE NI IFRE D 30%FEEE & 72> TV
5. ZOMEEND, 7T AOREREREN/NEL, T/ — K
WIRD 30%FEE TH 5D Z &, 7 Ble HINBHEDOTFEN S
ZH5.

F, swirl™

DLaBﬁ
03 o4
m, mg/s i1, mg/s

1521152126

5 | 133 ® A I ANO

o199 ® A | AO

265 | @ | A|O| A | O
100 B T LI ‘ T )'l T T UL I T T T I T T T I T T T i
= E- ',,' .
B §f & A ]
g0 - .
Y Ar B 8 1
- / : ]
bl [ ; _
Z 60 | 4 ?Q .
W i A N
40 [ % é,@ |
0l é‘ ;
0 1{ | ;g: 1 ‘ 1 1 1 1 | | | I 1 1 1 ] I | I | I 11 1 ] i

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

J¢BR,, mN
9 ARU—UIHET/VOEMH (Ar)

3.5 HENMERE X 9 \THESIBERITKIT B LHES) D RER
g JUENER 8 LRERTH Y, RIS 2418
NEEFE LTS, 51T B OEINCEEOERT 5. B OBy
IMZEEN F 721 T Vy b 228, F OB gh3EdE
WCRELFET D, —7F, DRIEDp, DI HENMET S
%. Diapy PIERIZE D VT2 T < F A L, F Ol
DARDOETICRELSFEL TN D.

HE RIS RS EBICHIZ, B +5. 20k
EARIZENEND B, miZB T =30 A DEETHD. Z
FULJQZ R T BV OB G 72BN A G E DERTOSMETH 5.
ZHUL LB TIE, #ABAIME T/ < BHHC R X

{fEbhdlEXHND. BIRMEICKR L TLaBe DR mFEIZ
KA53Th D10, BFOBRHB AT/, EREHCES
LEIMREMIEL 2D LEZEZTND

ARFEBZHBVT, Diyg, = 93, Ar, m=2.08 mg/s B=265 mT,

J4=30 A DA T st I%h =8 25.5%% =ik L 7.
30 _\IIIIIIIIlIII\IIIII‘I'IIIIII\II*I\Illlllllllll\lll\_
- / @5 .
- & 4 N
X S S & Q]
- g N4 N
- o W & &
o\o 20 - 7?/‘ ’,’r’ ‘ ‘ \Q e ]
> N ! a A .
kS - .
'S - - .
£ - 4 N
g - ]
=0 E
0 éélll LLLlll | LIl i1l I LLLl 11l | LIl Ll lLl | LLL L 11l \:

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000

Specific impulse, sec

10 HEJJMERE & HLHED) oD BAAR

4. R

AHFFECTlILaBg s 7 —7 Y — R & 7= AF-MPD A 5 A

& OVEENFFME 2 BLH L 7.

1. LaBgWEEDIERIZFEVS, HEERE, #E/03A Liz. ik
aﬁaﬁi@ﬂiw‘i WEIERIZ & 0 BTt et S 7

WCEERT D EE 2D, HEHORNIFED A P —

F%@ﬁ974x MEHELTCNDHLEZD.

2. FNENOHEERTE &, MR ICx LT, REBERSS 30
A LY REWGEMET, MEEENIEEICHEM L. LaBgWN
BN E <L, %@jﬁﬂjﬁ Rt37ei=, KEROSMIZ

BWTHEMFHCLE L 2D EEENRKELS 0D EH
Z5.
BiE
$ﬁ Tﬁﬁbtmm%l@&ﬁ%%ﬁf@wt,%ﬁﬁ
FHATBOS AL — BRI U B E.
BEXH
! Sankaran, K., Cassady, L., Kodys, A. D., and Choueiri, E.

Y., “A survey of propulsion options for cargo and piloted
missions to Mars,” Annals of the New York Academy of
Sciences, vol. 1017, 2004, pp. 450-467.

2 Schrade, H. O., and Kurtzt, H. L., “Cathode Erosion
Studies on MPD Thrusters,” AIAA Journal, vol. 25, 1987,
pp. 1105-1112

8 Ichihara, D., Uno, T., Kataoka, H., Jeong, J., Iwakawa, A.,
and Sasoh, A., “Ten-Ampere-Level, Applied-Field-
Dominant  Operation in  Magnetoplasmadynamic
Thrusters,” Journal of Propulsion and Power, 2016, pp.
1-10.

This document is provided by JAXA.



Chu, E., and Goebel, D. M., “High-current lanthanum
hexaboride hollow cathode for 10-to-50-kW hall thrusters,”
IEEE Transactions on Plasma Science, vol. 40, 2012, pp.
2133-2144.

lwakawa, A., Jeong, J., Kasuga, H., Ichihara, D., Mizutani,
K., Sasoh, A., Kimura, T., Kojima, K., Kawamata, Y.,
Yasui, M., and Industries, M. H., “Steady-State Applied-
Field MPD Thruster using LaB6 Hollow Cathode,” 2016,
pp. 5-8.

Fradkin, D. B., Blackstock, A. W., Roehling, D. J,,
Stratton, T. F., Williams, M., and Liewer, K. W,
“Experiments using a 25-kw hollow cathode lithium vapor
mpd arcjet,” AIAA Journal, vol. 8, 1970, pp. 886-894.

This document is provided by JAXA.





