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Issues in moral education for the new space era 
by 

Yohko Iwata(JAXA) 
 

Abstract: The mental attitudes of human beings as human beings and values such as 
discipline, etc. that should be complied with are fostered in school education, 
particularly centred on “moral education.” When fostering these kinds of values, how far 
can the values advocated in current moral education be applied in the new space era in 
which there is a high likelihood of a change in the perceptions of we human beings 
occurring, for example the discovery of extraterrestrial life, etc.?  
In this paper, we addressed these problems by examining issues in moral education for 
the new space era based on the current “Curriculum guidelines”. 
The results of this examination revealed that it is necessary to add the following two 
points to the moral education aimed for by the current “Curriculum guidelines”, in order 
to form the values required for the new space era.  
The first point is that it is necessary to have education that first recognizes that culture, 
the human race, etc. “are diverse” and then fosters the “unitary thinking (which says 
that although there are a variety of ideas the conclusion we should all be working 
toward is the same, or comes down to the same thing in the end)” that liminates the 
contradictions and conflicts that arise from that diversity. 
The second point is that in order to foster these kinds of values it is necessary to devise 
strategies for mastering specific abilities and skills such as the “ability to adapt” to 
diversity and “the ability to constructively and critically examine” the cultures and 
values of many countries as matters that concern oneself rather than as matters that 
are only the concern of other people, etc. 
Taking into account these kinds of issues, it is necessary for education to go beyond 
merely stimulating interest in and providing information about space, to aim for space 
education which leads to the formation of values like the above. We believe that going 
forward it will be necessary to examine how space education should be specifically 
developed, practice it, and return the results of the verification to school education. 
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