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Monitor of All-sky X-ray Image Mission
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Abstract : MAXT (Monitor of All-sky X-ray Image) is an X-ray all-sky monitor, which is to be
attached to KIBO exposed facility of the International Space Station (ISS). MAXI will be transferred
to ISS by Space Shuttle or H- I B Transfer Vehicle and start the observation in 2008. MAX] has two
types of X-ray Camera. One is called Gas Slit Camera (GSC), which includes 12 gas proportional
counters, and another is Solid-state Slit Camera, which includes 32 CCD chips. Both cameras have
narrow and long fields of view, which sweep the celestial sphere, which enables us to monitor the
all sky in X-ray band. The scan cycle is 90 minutes, which is same as orbital period of ISS. The
energy range is 0.5- 30keV. The data of MAXI is transferred to the ground station via data relay
satellites. The real time contact is more than 50%. At the ground station, the MAXI data is
automatically analyzed, then, in the case of that the transient phenomena is discovered (e.g. Xray
nova), alerts will be issued to the world via the Internet. As for the major X-ray objects, light curve

and spectrum will be also opened in the internet, and they are to be updated every day.
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