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ABSTRACT 
Rotating cavitation in inducers is known as one type of cavitation instability, in which an uneven cavity pattern 

propagates in the same direction as the rotor with a propagating speed ratio of 1.0 - 1.2. On the other hand, cavitation in 
cryogenic fluids has a thermodynamic effect because of the thermal imbalance around the cavity. To investigate the 
influence of the thermodynamic effect on rotating cavitation, we conducted experiments in which liquid nitrogen was set 
at different temperatures (74 K, 78 K and 83 K) with a focus on the cavity length. At higher cavitation numbers, 
super-synchronous rotating cavitation occurred at the critical cavity length of Lc/h � 0.5 with a weak thermodynamic 
effect in terms of the fluctuation of cavity length. In contrast, synchronous rotating cavitation occurred at the critical 
cavity length of Lc/h ��0.9 - 1.0 with a strong thermodynamic effect in terms of the unevenness of cavity length. 
Furthermore, we confirmed that the amplitude of the shaft vibration depended on the degree of the unevenness of the 
cavity length through the thermodynamic effect.  
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 C 8 ������ýþØ 

 Cpl 8 DE�²O�� 

 F 8 ZE� 

 Fref 8 :�ZE� 

 h 8 ý�������� 

 L 8 j
°� 

 Lc 8 ����óØ� 

Table 1 Temperatures at triple point and critical point in hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen and water (K) 
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Fig. 1 Cryogenic Inducer Test Facility (CITF) in JAXA

Fig. 2 Illustration of the test section and installed 
pressure sensors to estimate the cavitation region 

Fig. 3 Development view of the inducer showing 
location of pressure sensors along the inducer blade
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Fig. 4 (b) Estimated cavity region under synchronous 
rotating cavitation 
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Fig. 5 Variations of the thermodynamic function �, 
including points of experimental conditions in nitrogen 
(74 K, 78 K, 83 K) and water at 293 K 
 

Fig. 4 (a) Estimated cavity region under suer-synchronous 
rotating cavitation 
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Fig. 6 Cavitation performances and cavity length of each channel 
(top), and variations of dominant frequency of shaft vibration 
(bottom) 
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Fig. 8 (a) Fluctuations of cavity lengths for each channel in the case of super-synchronous rotating 
cavitation (left: 74 K, right: 83 K) 

Fig. 8 (b) Fluctuations of cavity lengths for each channel in the case of synchronous rotating cavitation 
(left: 74 K, right: 83 K) 
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Fig. 10 (a) Variations of cavity length (top), fluid force 
(top) and shaft vibration (bottom) for 74 K 

Fig. 10 (b) Variations of cavity length (top), fluid force 
(top) and shaft vibration (bottom) for 83 K 
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Fig. 11(a) Vector orbits of fluid force under super
synchronous rotating cavitation at 74 K and 83 K 

Fig. 11 (b) Vector orbits of fluid force under 
synchronous rotating cavitation at 74 K and 83 K 
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