Preface

The tragic air accidents by B.O. A.C., CP AIR and A.N. A, which occured
successively at Tokyo International Airport and in the vicinity of Tokyo in the
early spring of 1965, aroused special public attention for the security and relia- -
bility of aircraft. \

Since then, the Institute of Space and Aeronautical Science has progressed
comprehensive research programme on the safety and reliability of air transport
as one of her major projects, under the financial support of the Ministry of
'Education.

The period of the project was planned at the start to be for four years, from
1968 to 1971, but finally it has been prolonged one more year due to the expan-
sion of specialized studies and the deficiencies of the funds. The construction
of all facilities for this project will be completed at the end of the final fiscal
year 1972, while the extension on the special building for these facilities is also
expected to be finished. :

The results of the research concerning several special fields have already been
published in the first and second special issues of the Bulletin of the Institute.
The present volume is then the third special issue concerning the fields of aero-
dynamics, structure and materials, and fuels. The subsequent results are to be
published collectively in occasional special issues of the Bulletin..

Nowadays there is rapidly growing interest in the pollution due to exhaust
gas and noise from the aircraft as a new public hazard. These problems should
be settled as soon as possible, keeping in mind the security and reliability of
aircraft.

All of us, the research workers should try hard to develope this project and

bring fruitful contributions for safer aircraft and air transport.

June 1972

Chairman, Committee for
Safety of Air Transport
Tsuyoshi ASANUMA
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