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Preface

This is the 16th year since the scientific ballooning has been started as one of the
projects of the Institute of Space and Aeronautical Science, University of Tokyo. In this
year the Institute has become independent to the University of Tokyo, and was reformed as
a national Institute, named as the Institute of Space and Astronautical Sience. The balloon
project has continued as one of the projects of this new Institute. This is also the 10th year
since Sanriku Balloon Center has started, and the anniversary was held in August.

During these 15 years 309 balloons have been launched, and many results of scientific
observations were obtained. In the field of the balloon engineering, works have also been
made, to increase the reliability of the balloon itself, to develop the plastic films for the
balloon use, attitude control devices and the system of balloon trajectory control. As a
result, it becomes now possible to perform more sophisticated scientific observations.

The principal policy for this balloon project are to be discussed and determined
by the balloon committee of the new Institute as we did in the post 16 years. The com-
mitte is composed of the members from outside as well as inside the Institute who are the
scientists in various related fields of scientific ballooning. The flights are conducted by the
group in the Institute.

The Institute have also been concerned with the development of the Rockets and
Satellites for the scientific observation. It might be worth noting that the scientific balloon-
ing project has been developed in close connection with those projects in the same Institute,
and thus it was developed quite efficiently.

The special issue of the bulletin of the Institute on the scientific ballooning have been
published in every year. This year it containes 10 papers in total, 3 papers on balloon
engineering and 7 papers for scientific observations. Since most of the results obtained by
the balloon observations were published in various journals, the papers in this issue are not
all of the results obtained in the balloon project. However, it is hoped that the reader
would have the ideas on the present status of the balloon peojects by this issue.

Jun Nishimura, Chairman

Balloon Committee
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