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JOE KERWIN AWARD: Chiaki Mukai, M.D., Ph.D.
Sponsored by Wyle

The JOE KERWIN AWARD is presented for advances in the understanding of human physiol-
ogy during spaceflight and innovation in the practice of space medicine to support optimal
human health and performance in space. Chiaki Mukai, M.D., Ph.D., is the recipient of the
- 2013 Kerwin Award for her prominent leadership in space medicine and

-"ﬁ human research not only for Japanese research, but also for Spacelabs, Space-
' - hubs, and International Space Station (ISS) missions. With notable dedication,
along with her experience as a cardiovascular surgeon, two-time Space Shut-
tle crewmember, and International Space University professor, she continues
to lead ISS life science research at the Japanese Space Agency (JAXA). She has
completed numerous micogravity medical experiments, was the first Asian
woman to fly in space, contributed to ground preparation and real-time sup-
port of Space Shuttle Neurolab experiments, and coordinated and integrated
medical science Spacehub payloads at NASA Johnson Space Center. She directs space biomed-
ical research at JAXA and became the first head of the newly organized JAXA Center of Ap-
plied Space Medicine and Human Research in 2012, is the principal investigator of three ISS
experiments, and was appointed by the World Meteorological Organization to be a member of
a high-level task force on the global framework for climate service from 2010-2011.
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