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Results of on-orbit functional verification of Advanced Microwave Scanning Radiometer 2 (AMSR-2)
onboard “SHIZUKU”
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Abstract

The first satellite of Grobal Change Observation Mission (GCOM) carrying Advanced Microwave Scanning Radiometer

2 (AMSR-2), which was named “SHIZUKU”, was successfully launched from the Tanegashima Space Center on May 18,
2012. The early orbit checkout of GCOM-W1 satellite and AMSR2 instrument was performed for about three months
after the launch. Regarding AMSR2 checkout, deployment of the main reflector and release of launch-locks and then

initial spin-up to 4rpm were completed successfully in 24 hours after the launch. After GCOM-W1 was inserted into the

planned position on the “A-Train” orbit, Sensor Unit (SU) of AMSR2 was spun up to 40 rpm, and then set to “science

mode” to start observation. The initial observation performances were verified from the acquired data. The initial

calibration is now ongoing
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