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Study on the Evaluation Method of Wet Runway Surface Texture’

Tokuo SOTOZAKI, Kosaburo YAMANE

Abstract
It is well known that the grooving on runway surfaces is highly effective to prevent the hy-
droplaning during the airplane take-off and landing on wet runways. But, the initial perform-

ance of the grooving deteriorates due to the rubber deposits on runway surfaces. Therefore, a

new method of measuring and evaluating the runway surface texture was developed. Using this

new method, surface texture measuring tests of the grooved runway at Tokyo International Air-

port were conducted right before and after rubber removal. The operational runway texture

data obtained can be used as a reference to provide safe management of grooved runways.

Key Words : Average texture depth, Grooving, Runway surface, Measurement
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