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‘Dance of falling leaves
H.Sato, H.Saito and H.Nakamura

Institute of Flow Research

ABSTRACT
When summer ends , tree leaves start falling. They dance around in air. We planned to perform a systematic
investigation on the dance. We used a transparent water tank and dropped various kinds of thin model. Among them
the best dance is performed by the one-yen coin. The dance by the coin is very regular and reprodecible. After

hundreds of trial we found that the stable dance is performed by models with axial symmmetry. In the process of
falling all models turn around the vertical axis and if there is no symmetricity, falling mode changes. Appropriate

conditions for the stable dance were discovered.
Key Words: Falling leaves, water tank
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