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Design and Performance of Chemical/Electric Dual-mode Thruster Using Microwave
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Abstract : This paper describes the design and performance of a dual-mode microwave thruster using nitrous
oxide (N,O) and dimethyl ether (DME) as a bipropellant. The thruster needs to be compact and lightweight
because of the lack of space of the microsatellites. Moreover, from the viewpoint of safety, the propellant
must be non-toxic. Hence, we propose a microwave dual-mode thruster with NoO/DME bipropellant. In the
chemical-propulsion mode, the thruster produces thrust in the same way as an NoO/DME bipropellant thruster.
In the electric-propulsion mode, the total enthalpy is increased by use of microwave plasma. We prototyped
and tested a dual-mode microwave thruster and showed that the thruster worked in both electric and chemical

propulsion modes.

FTHRIL, EENTETHIREETH-N, 1
Ty NOZEE A=A/ EDBHEEY T A X —
Ny 7 FROFAEESSHEM U, £, BRREEAN
KFLEZ &lcky, REZEOHEHEBEON T v—
37 AN R OISR ATREIC 2> TV D, BAR
EWNTIE, 2009 4 1 AICBRIENERE NS & Ve
o BT o 7#o/NER 290, 20194 1 Al
o bEFsn=ikistt ALE & Hdb R X v L[F
B STz ALE-1972 &, REZEOR U F ¥ —BEEN
/NEUE B O BUE L BB A ZITVY, OISR
BE-LTWNA.

Lth, SEONAEEFERT AR VAT L—
vartWoltLVEERI vy arEREIL, ER
D% VT 2 1 VX HE il 0 BRI 8 0D 72 b D HE e
DYVETHD. UL, NUERIIZEBESLEEITH
FINBH Y, PEkOHENE Z O FHEET S Z L IR
HTHHID, INITEMERE e HEERN VLB L 22 5.
Fio, REMOB S LHEERIIHEEFEE RO BN
5.

% 2T, HER{LEFEN0)/Y A F /LT —TF /L (DME)
PHEEAIL L, k¥ EXKO 2 OOFE— FTEERIT S
~ A U aEHEER A IR T 5. (LT — N T,
KHEIIVEEN A ATRE 72 i =HE R & L CIEEh L, R
T —RFTlE, 77— V2 hRLVLIV AR b
D LI, HERICER=RLF—%2 52 h—F /1>
VANE—EHEINEE T, SN EEETS. TR
bbb, w7 a7 I X<luL, (b¥EHEE— FTiX
FKER, BAMET— R TIEHBEL LTINS D TH
5. Fl, w47 vailY, BERKETT I AL
KTE D10, BEFMENATRETHD. AfaTi, #
LU HEERORIER L O 21T 2720 T, ZihiZ
DWTHITT 5.

2. BRI IHHER

ek i@ v , RBFSE T, BREHZ DME, BE{EAIZ N2O
ERWET 27 V- FHEEK AR T 5. BERMEE
E— NTlX, DME O&HEHEHER T3, LW0WHDh,
SERITHRRE L 72 & & DY &IE, DME 28 N2O &
D H/hNEL, HHES Il DME O 5N &L 25005 T
&%. DME W5eRIZRRET 5 & 5 Fmld 5.1 T
AU TLNEKREOFHOETHD. LoT, MET
(Microwave Electro-thermal Thruster) DAFZEFER 1005
HERIS 2 &, 2 OHEEERE TIX 300~400 s 15 D EEHETI A3
"/ondEBEzoN5.

BRMEE — NI, Vo — V8% V5 BENER
Thy, BXIEDOT TN L WO EFRRH S.
BAINERICIL, 7T—2 P2y PRV RA M=y b
BHb., 7T—0 Ty MITTATHOY 2 — VEVE
FAL, @RI 579, BEROBRENEBEE RS,
F72, VORI 2y bTClEe—42E2FHT 0 E—
2 RENRIETHILT D, TDd, FEanml b L
WO RENR D -7 W12, ekt L, AFATIE, ~
AT T A~ B EEMRKETERTE 52D, &
WAL LenE W EFid 5.

— 7, AL T — R CIE, BREHT DME, BR{LANC
1Z N20 Z ] LT, BEsmD i HEERE & [RIRE 72 fEED
%% 5. N2O/DME [Z5UENE G 72728, Kk & LT
MeRIcfbe T2 Z Lok v, HEER M CdH D ARIE R
ZOIZTELHZEnn, HAEO/NLAFTREE 2D
B, MEREX, {LFFHEHE 7 17 A NASA-CEA
(Chemical Equilibrium with Applications)'Z & ¥ B5gkk
HeENZBH L& 25 NTO/N2Hs 23 318 s, N2O/DME
23290 s &R,

F£72, NoO/DME I3, BREEEAMEICEN, HEER D/
TUPICEBRCT& 5. NTO/NoHs 1%, FPEAN TR < BREE~D
BMPRE S BEFRIZTA NBPDo> T, F7z,
BRI 0L, NTO 28-11.2°C, NoHa2¥ 14°C &<, By

This document is provided by JAXA.



WIEe =2 NRETh o7z, S5, RRENRN =
DUASFHOIET A AN ST NS,

FRITK L, N2O/DME (%, |2 FME)NE4E 20 75 4L,
HAT, RLKEIZENLN 5.14MPa, 0.53MPa Th 5
D, BALORKEICL AN THD. F
7=, WEMEASIX, N2O 73-90.8°C, DME 73-141.5C &
NTO/N2Hs & il L TRV, Ko T, BHEZEDOIMEN 2
DAREL 72D, AR EHRILTH LN TE S,

3. BYELIETF 2 75— FHEHER

30 RAMEHMOBE HRIELET 2 75— NHEER
ORI % Fig. 1 2R3, ZORMERIL, ~A 7 ok
TS5 RX<IR, HENE, ) AANLREERENTWS. &
SHiET— T, DME &~ A 7 a7 7 X< H~t
WL, MBICIVNMAINZT I A~V =y ML, #
NBERT ) AN LHEH SN S, REHEHETI X 330
s, AXEHfE % 30mN & L7210,
{bEHEEE— RO, BREHEZIIZ 04N & LT 5.
N20 % DME IZIRAFHRICLVIEE L T D TIRAET A
PHEAEICHBT S, ZOTRAT A2~ 7 0k
TR THAKL, HABITESHIZA 7 0T TR
<% Off I ¢ 5.
32 JRANEHENE HitEARE B AAKIE TG T
&5 X HICT Bl EHEET — RO =TS
%04 MPa & LTW5D. F7z, iEHENZEL DI
JANVDAar— ME%E 1.0mm & L7z, #i/1=I1L, Fig
2D X TBIRE L TR, MEIZSUSI03 THDH. F
7o, LG~ A 7 riE T T X~ &L OB Otk
DT, HEHEANZAT — V252 Tn5.
33 A7 uEBER ~A 7 aiERIE, ARIOS #o
MP201B ZfEH L, A0 2.45 GHz, E#&5H 123 200
W Thsb. ZOBEEKE, BEIEICLY TEMTED
ONTEbDOTH DI, BRE DN AT
PRI TV 3.
34 A7 aFETSTRAVR ~A 70T T X<
%, BRHEET— FOERE LT, (b¥HaEE— RO
PRI LTORE ZH - TNWDS., ZDO~A 7 a7
T A=, Fig.3 DX 5 ICHREE, 7o T b EIL
s Tna, HEMR L, SEERTHUAD N
BEIRD T LT, FeEDEEI D ELG N E R 2 L IRBL
SLERELSELEETHS. SENX, ZhEFHL,
~A Ik BT T AR ER T T2, T
T L LT, WENHECTEARNRT VT FORET
HBE)R—=IVIR—=VT T FEERA L. ZOT
TFNTFAIZL VBT 205 <72, Fig. 4 O
XD ITHEBE CREL TV 5.
BEMAEET— FTIE, ZOLIRIRIC DME HEER %
HAEL, B/ R—LT T FDEDLY ZIER S & TE
REEAEHE L, EMERELER > TN D
35 REEH HEAORAEDD, AT L AEE
ARIZEZIZ LZREGHFERIELZ. Zhix, dh
MDY EIZET D ki e VT N2O & DME %R
AIETND. ZORAGTIRATEDLDZEEZRTZ
¥, SOLIDWORKS @ Flow Simulation % VT 3fi iz
Mr&4T > 7. Figure 5 13, HHEN DB LK & 72 D1k

{EFIRELEL(O/F) S 3.5 D & & DB OFE R TH 5.

REHBHONE COEREREMN 022 THY, ERITR
B LESAEOBREBOEREIG LE LN EnD, 5

WWIRETETWVWD E WV D.

36 ZL—ATVRY BEOEDIZTL—LT L
2B B HEERIOUAE T A o FICRE LT-. NI,
1/8 A FOHKETELTEY, RETEL-EE
BRERIZIN X E 2 2 LT, KKROW EZHNTND.
37 BEBLOCBAIERETR B L O EAN,
FER NI LTREY, TNENOREIL~Y AT
ng—ay hr—J280 —EIIRD. Ez, BREHEG
ORMGE P2 BRI TE D X ICfitif 7 4 v RICE
WA aiE Lz,

Table 1 ZFEBREMH (ERHEE—F)
FREHES), mN 30
RalHHET), s 330
HEE At 25, me/s 5.0
ANHE, W 120
~ A 7 T ORI, s 90

Table 2 FEBREM (LFEHEEE—F)
axatHES 0.4
B VIV 0.4
O/F 8.4
SRR, mgs dDgflr 226213
AHES, W 120
~ A 7 T ORI, s 30

REODEANTSUDDIVISYS e
Plggellawt sy I]"l‘p Syt .Measured flow rate
i S, +

Solenoid valve

Conitroll
Migzsurannieinit sysiism

i Mixer ﬁ[:]
AL y e—

¥
iMeasured pressure

Flow rate control

Regulator

arrester NACUUHTISYSE]

\/acuum pump,

IV1i CEOWAVERSUD PIYISYSTET

Microwave generator
200 W class
2.45 GHz

Vacuum
chamber

Antenna Nozzle
Thrust chamber

Fig. 1 H#EAHERE DIHEIX]

Propellant inlet
Propellant inlet

Thrust chamber

Pressure port
Receptacle

Nozzle

'
~
.
~
|

[N
t‘.;% .y
Wi s
_ .
~ -\\
[
|
@—|
$26,mm
Java v
¢ldnlm

(1] ™ ~
- e
[ Antenna_| .| L

54.5 mm

Microwave plasma source

Fig.2 HEJJEOHEE &~k

This document is provided by JAXA.



Propellant port
ropefiant po Resonator

Receptacle ﬁ
Nozzle

i ==t

<
|
/1 _y% Antenna

‘VT 2
[@lo6mm $6.4 mm

37.1 mm

S

$1.0 mm
e

—

Swirl gas

Fig.3 ~A 7 BT R~EOME

Ceramics
Antenna

)
=
=
=
D

Fig. 4 M@ HmA L & X
T T OREX

. DMEQER#A
\ ' 1.00
1 0.90
0.80
1 0.70
0.60
0.50
| 0.40
1 030
0.20
0.10

Fig. 5 REROBAEMHT O R
4. FEBRFE

41 BEHET— FOEEIEBR  Table 1 [TERSME
T EEREEECROESHEER LR CicT 57

D, JQ(I)VC HEINHHRT —a% 20 MlJ/kg L.
o )
m

72721, PIIRAET, midHaERTETHD. &A“
7% 100 W &322 b, DME OHfEEAR &%
mg/s L7 %.

4.2 AbFEHEHETE — ROEBIEBR  Table 2 |[ZHEBRE(F
o, AREBRTIE, BEHT DME M Lzn, %
DD, BALHIE N T 225 (dry air) TR L. HEdE
KlOpigl, BRI DR KN E 72D OF=84 D& =
IZHEST 04N #4535 7-91C, DME Jii&% 26.3 mgs,
dry air it &% 221 mg/s & L7z,

5. EBRER
51 BRMEEE— FOIEEVER Figure 6 [CHE) =T

HERANEAORRBIEZ T, b, RAEHEN
IDIE, ~A 7T T A=FICHE S E,

bbb, AREN (vA 7 a7 o7 X< L
TS DONFEN (vA4 7 vl 7T X~ ENKE L
728 S) BELGIWETEROETH . =5s 2> btk
Ha&, =35s b~ A 7 vl s filia Lz, 20k, fhx
WCRANBH RIS, =55 s ITEAE 120 W IZ
ELIEEEIL FigTDLOIRTITANEK LT, 2
DEx, HEHEENL, 11.95kPa £ TLERL, A7
oA LTV AL, ZOETEREATVWE. <
A 7 aEORKZEILT5E, F10s T Tlca—b
RHADESETH D 73kPallE-7-. L EXV, F
Y EHD ERNA LN Z L bESHET— RO
fEEN &G ECE 7oV b,

5.2 (bFEHEEE— FO/FEIEBR  Figure 8 IZHEN=EE
T WNEBEHORMIEEZ RT . =7s ) HHEER Ot
¥z, =35shb~A 7 aORAZRB L. =50
s THRANBENNK 60 W ([T B L, REEZBRBLT
2, TITHEL, TORITRKEHEREZMED KT Wr
BT BEC 72 o T, T ORER, TEIDNB LS AHL
TW5., ~A 7 a7 X< ROESZ2EIET 5 & W
BB IEIL L, ~A 7 nir T X~/ia LTl
BEEHERF CE D o7, £, Wrh72RBEA L LT
W5 =50 ~ 80 s DREJIZIE, Fig. 8 DX HIT®AENL
EEIL TV,

6. E£

6.1 WiRZemRE 4, (bt — R T, Fig
8 DX D Wit i EEIZ fe o 7. ERDANR—T T
Z 7% T2 NoO/DME IR AHEERE O S TR 8
WT b, Fig. 8 @D 9 Rt 72 RBEDR A H AL TN D
X oT, Wkt BEl L, ~A 7 07T X< IR
RTiELl, BREEEDORICEZ2 b0 THLEEZD
ns.
IHETOMEE INTL Y, WrkthZ ke o BRI
HENBROBEFm SRR SERERIN L, skt d <1l
RIDHEOTHD., LoTC, HAEDOKRIZEY, ~
A7 a7 T A<iE BWTGE THEE LIDREER
Bohdlnz b, 20k, ya—F7 702857
BSOS Y R—F (PREER) AW TEBREEICL Y
fiFRCEBHEEBEZTND
62 HBABHDOMEDLEE) Figure 8 D L 5 ([T 72
RBENE X TWD & X, BAEBAINEE L TWVDH,
AU, AAMRLOTIEARL, RIEHE tﬁ#é%
DTHDH. RIEBRTIE, ~A 27 ailBIEOASE
— BN RS TWNDD, KHE ﬁﬁMTék&A
KT 5. XoT, BABHOELEINFEIOLE
R LTS,

ZIT, REHZoWTEZ S, ZTOKEEEE AH
BEOLERKNELIENS . T,

_ ZL—Zy
ZL+Z0

@)

TRIND. 2L, Z3AN (ZOHBAETIE~A 2
R 7T A=) DA E—F A, Zo TR DR
AV E—HZ L ATHD. £, BAEH PIE, AHE
Pt LT,

P=P*(1—|I*) 3)
THREND. ZIr —T VOREIRIFT D0, ~A

This document is provided by JAXA.



a7 T X ORMEA = RZ0%, — RIS
W OFBERCERRIUEATT D, T D12, RN
ART T X DER, BEOEIZLY, 4 7 ak
TITRAIRDA = ANE L TR T AR
R0, BRLELTBABAPHKETFLEEEZD
nb.

20

'
154 1
'

104

ropellant supply

Thrust chamber pressure, kPa
Input power, W

R SR R U S

0 20 40 60

80 100 120 140 160 :
Time, s

Fig. 6 H#ESI=RIET) & B ATES DOWEHIEIE

(BT — )

Thrust chamber pressure, MPa
Input power, W

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140
Time, s

Fig. 8 HEJI=IET) & BN ) D Refi] g I
(b HtEE— R)

7. fEiR

ARFZE T, NEEOS#EICHE U HEER & LT,
~A 7 aEEHWALE - BRT 2 7 VT — RHEERE
ZREL, TOEHEFZEME LTS, KFETIE, M
E— FIZBO CRIEOIEENEBR 21TV, LU O
%7,

1)

2)

1

2)

3)

4

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

ERMEET— FOEBIERZITY, (FEIOFEGEZ
R LT,

(LFHEAEE — R OEBHEBR ATV, Wifen 22 BR15E
TIEH DM, EBOEIEE L. Z OWiag 72k
BN E LT, HEMOBEE TAZRINL TL
FV, RKLTHTSIRBERLTWA EEX LR
5.

BE R

Kasuya, M., Nakajima, M. and Hamazaki, T.:
Greenhouse Gases Observing Satellite (GOSAT)
Program Overview and Its Development Status, Trans.
JSASS Space Tech. Japan, 7 ists26(2009), pp. To 4 5 -
4 10.

RERAM . 7Y —FH Ry MiE&E STARS DB
I, DAY R0 RT 4 7 A« A br=r R
B 22, 2009, 1A2 — GO6.

F)NERE, TIFIER, HAAR T, EIFELT Mz
R R KKS-1 @ FM §&GF, 8 51 MR-
i S LaRTE AR, 2007, 1B-05.

Komatsu, M. and Nakasuka, N. : University of Tokyo
Nano Satellite Project “PRISM”, Trans. JSASS Space
Tech. Japan, 7, ists26(2009), pp.Tf 19 — Tf 24.
RARIEE, THEER, AR - NHEE
SOHLA-1 Ok - BAYE L&, 5§ 52 [IFHFE
HeftiE A 24, 2008, pp.1069 — 1072
REBEA M E&ERCHG R OHERT o~
#RBUIN & B 59 B/ 2 SPRITE-SAT OB %,
B HOEE A2 BRI ZE R S, SANE, T - fit
ZZEx Ly ha =27 Z,108(2008), pp.1-6.

FEI RS, BRH Mk, i R, M ALAR, o
1S10 ALE 2 7’ u = 7 MEE, 5 62 [AIF i #
FHAHE A T2, SASS-2018-84010 JSASS-2018-
4338.

JIES—HRE, L : /NRISEZFf A 1 BY(SDS-1)DBH % -
W, B 53 WIFTH RS B A A S S S AR,
2009, pp.1307 — 1319.

Kevin D.Diamant, Byron L. Zeigler, and Ronald
B.Cohen Microwave Electro-thermal Thruster
Performance.

Dressler, G., Morningstar, R. E., Sackheim, et al,
“Flight Qualification of the Augmented Electrothermal
Hydrazine Thruster,” 17th AIAA/SAE/ASME Joint
Propulsion Conference, AIAA Paper 1981-1410,
Colorado Springs, Colorado, July 1981.

HFEGL— : ffRD I v v a vizmid B
2y b OBR LIS, MR BRI
#r sy bV OB &R, pp.6o6,
2017.

HA DME 7 4 —7 ALffi : DME N> R 7w 7, 4
— 24t 2012,

Gordon, S. and McBird, B.J. : Computer Program for
Calculation of Complex Equilibrium Compositions and
Applications, NASA Reference Publication 1311, 1996.
BIKEE, AungSoe Min, [fMZ4C, RIFEZ, &
BE : N2O/DME TRAH i AHEERIC BT 5
IRERT & DPERE~ DR, R0 oA 5 a5
VU ART T L, STCP-2019-028.

This document is provided by JAXA.





