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History of Supercomputing

Yoshio Oyanagi

ABSTRACT
February 14, 2006 was the sixtieth anniversary of the opening of the first electronic computer ENIAC. Its computing power was 300 flops,
ie. it could calculate 300 floating operations per second. It was an unimaginable high speed and people said that only a couple of such
machines would be sufficient for the world. After sixty years the top of the line supercomputer is 10" times faster than the ENIAC.
Japanese government is planning to construct a supercomputer which is 30 times more powerful that the current one The history of
supercomputers is described in terms of “generations,” each of which consists of five years. Developing strategies of U.S. and Japan are

compared..
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