Implications of the Start of the Little Ice Age for Energy Supply & Demand and
for Space Development

Patrick Collins
Azabu University, Fuchinobe 1-17-71, Sagamihara City, Kanagawa-ken, Japan T 252 0206

Abstract

Evidence that the long-predicted “Little Ice Age” has started is now accumulating rapidly.
This is the opposite phenomenon from “Anthropogenic Global Warming” (AGW) to prepare
for which Japan spends several Trillion Yen/year. Although there are many uncertainties
about the Earth’s climate, it is clear that, contrary to AGW predictions, the Earth’s
atmosphere has not warmed at all for 20 years. Moreover, the increase in recent years in
Japan of “Guerilla Rainstorms” followed by “Guerilla Snowstorms” and now the coldest
winter in 50 years are as predicted by Russian astrophysicists, in contrast to AGW
advocates’ predictions.

Recent major advances in the technology used to produce coal, oil and natural gas,
combined with growing acceptance of the theory of “Non-Abiotic” Oil and Gas, contradict the
long-standing idea that “supplies of oil and gas will soon run out” which mass-media have
been spreading for the past 30 years. Consequently humans’ ever-growing energy demand
no longer seems a major problem, and so it is no longer possible to argue that SPS is
urgently needed to supply electricity after the exhaustion of “fossil fuels”, which has been
the main argument for developing “Solar Power Satellites” (SPS) since they were first
proposed in 1968.

However, as Professor Ge Changchun proposed at the international SPS conference held
in Kobe 2014, if it was feasible to use microwave beams from orbiting satellites to melt snow,
this could become a popular service for local governments in north-east China which are
suffering like Japan from “Guerilla Snowstorms”. Such “Snow Melting Satellites” (SMS)
would use much of the technology being developed for SPS, but would cost about 50% less
since there is no need for microwave power receiving and rectifying antennas — or “rectennas”
—on the Earth. In addition, SMS would take far less time to reach operational capability,
since the technical specifications needed for their safe operation melting snow are much less
strict that those needed for highly reliable electricity supply. A joint
Japanese-Chinese-Russian project to develop SMS would also contribute greatly to the
development of SPS.

In view of the major risks for agriculture from global cooling, simple risk analysis strongly
implies that the Japanese government should invest in researching possible
counter-measures, including studying SMS feasibility.
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In 1960s, deep sea records showed that Milankovi¢ was right!
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