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On the Need to Update the Space Solar Power System Society’s Raison-d’Etre

Patrick Collins, Azabu University

First proposed in 1968, the proposal to develop Solar Power Satellites (SPS) gained
popularity when the 1973 “Energy Crisis” encouraged the idea that the supply of fossil fuels
would run out someday soon — after which this began to be taught to school-children as
“common sense”. In 2017, the website of the Space Solar Power System Society
recommends the development of SPS because of “the lack of energy resources on Earth”
and to ameliorate “the global warming caused by fossil fuel power stations”.

However, the state of knowledge about these two issues in 2017 is very different from that
of 50 years earlier. Most importantly, due to progress in industrial technology, it can be said
that the idea that supplies of oil, coal and gas are not running out is becoming the new
“common sense” of the 21st century. Moreover, the spreading success of the theory of
“Abiotic Oil” (supported by the apparent discovery of oil on Mars, and methane/ethane seas
on Titan) has led to claims that mineral fuels may never run out.

In addition, the rising trend in the atmospheric temperature that began in the 1970s seems
to have ended in 1998. Since the start of 2016 alone, 650 scientific papers have been
published that conclude that natural changes, notably in the Sun’s behavior, have far greater
influence on the Earth’s climate than humans’ release of CO2 and other gases. There is
certainly no evidence whatever for the ludicrous claim that if humans emited less CO2 the
Earth’s climate would stop changing!

However, these newly understood facts do not eliminate the value of developing SPS
technology, which clearly has many other uniquely valuable uses. First, high-power solar
generation and wireless power transmission systems will surely play an indispensable role
in industrial activities in orbit and elsewhere in space. SPS could also become a major
power source for scientific, industrial and commercial activities on the lunar surface, where
nights last 2 weeks. SPS technologies will also likely be the major source of power for
retrieving, processing and utilising extra-terrestrial materials from asteroids and cometoids.
Finally, SPS technology used in Snow Melting Satellites (SMS) may play an important role in
ameliorating “guerilla snowstorms” which are increasing in North-East Asia, and even in
combating the “Little Ice Age” now being widely predicted by Earth scientists.

In view of these considerations, it seems that it would be appropriate and timely for
SSPSS to rewrite its explanation of the major benefits of developing space solar power

technology and systems.
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